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time in five years, she said. There was a diminution of the 

pigmentation, as well as a decided increase in strength ;
the red blood cells had risen to 3,000,000 to the cubic milli- I

metre ; the abnormal forms had much decreased in number.
The improvement steadily progressed, and on Sept. 14th there
were 4,000,000 red blood cells to the cubic millimetre and
80 per cent. of haemoglobin. On Sept. 27th the contents of
the stomach were again examined, but no change for the
better could be discovered in her digestion although she
had gained six pounds in weight. The pigmentation had
almost disappeared from the hands, face, and breasts. The

areol&aelig; of the nipples were no darker than is common with

women who have borne children. The most striking im-
provement was seen in the pulse, which was large, strong,
and frequent. The blood pressure was considerably above
that of health, but it did not show that high tension

mentioned by Professor Schafer and Dr. Oliver. The glands
were prepared as a sandwich, and three were occasionally
taken without causing discomfort to the patient. On

Oct. 1st she was in better health than she had been for
five years, and all medication had been withdrawn, save

hydrochloric acid and pepsin. Dr. Stockton remarks that
an adrenal that is palpable in a woman forty years of age is
very suggestive of malignancy; but the results of the

examinations of the blood afford the hope that the adrenal
disease is not carcinomatous in nature.

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF "PECULIAR PEOPLE"

STRANGE as are the views on medical treatment maintained

by the sect of " Peculiar People," they are not more astonish-
ing than is the laxity with which legal processes have been
employed in regulating their application. It matters little

apparently that the efficacy of recognised methods of treat-
ment has been abundantly proved and universally admitted.
A few persons, misled by their own too literal and irrational
reading of a Scripture text, refuse to be convinced. The

hazard they thus invite, moreover, is not theirs only. The

responsibility they assume is not for themselves alone. Those
dependent upon them suffer also and have no option. The

parent prays, anoints, and does no more ; the child dies.
This proceeding, it appears, constitutes merely an error of
judgment, a well-meant omission, fatal indeed, but re-

quiring no severer punishment than a reprimand. The

question of prevention is here strangely overlooked. Not

long since four children in one family thus died at Southend,
studiously, religiously, neglected by their peculiar parents.
A jury at the November assizes listened to the story of their
sufferings and their mismanagement and refused to convict,
considering, no doubt, that the evident sincerity of motive
should constitute an excuse. If their decision be compatible
with our present rendering of law on this subject we have
clearly need of a new definition of neglect such as will limit
parental responsibility, however well-meaning, as regards
this important matter, and even allow its transference, if
Medful, to parochial or other competent authorities.

THE ROYAL SOCIETY.

THE anniversary meeting of the Royal Society was held at 
Burlington House on Saturday last, St. Andrew’s Day. Lord 

Kelvin, who delivered the presidential address, referring to 
the losses which the society had received during the past 
year by the hand of death, paid a well-deserved tribute to i
the memories of Huxley and Pasteur. In his financial review 
of the society the President said that in answer to an appli- 
cation to the Treasury &pound;1000 a year had been granted for the 
purpose of aiding in the adequate publication of scientific 
matter. After the address the medals were presented as 

follows :-The Copley Medal to Professor Karl Weierstrass : 
for his investigations in pure mathematics : a Royal Medal 
to Professor James Alfred Ewing, F.R.S., for his investigations 

on magnetic induction in iron and other metals; a Royal
; Medal to Dr. John Murray for his services to biological science
, and oceanography in connexion with the Challenger reportv

and for his original contributions to the same ; and the Davy
Medal to Professor William Ramsay, F.R.S., for his share iiL

, the discovery of argon and for his discoveries regarding
, 

gaseous constituents of terrestrial minerals. The officers and
Council for the year were elected as follows : President, Sir
Joseph Lister, Bart., F.R.C.S., D.C.L.; treasurer, Sir John

. Evans, K.C.B., D.C.L., LL.D.; secretaries, Professor MichaeL
, Foster, M.A., M.D., and Lord Rayleigh, M.A., D.C.L.;
L foreign secretary, Mr. Edward Frankland, D.C.L., LL.D. ; 5
’ council, Mr. William Crookes, Sir Joseph Fayrer, K.C.S.I., Mr.

Lazarus Fletcher, Mr. Walter Holbrook Gaskell, M.D., Mr.
William Huggins, D.C.L., Lord Kelvin, Professor Alexander
B. W. Kennedy, LL.D., Professor Horace Lamb, Professor
Edwin Ray Lankester, Professor Charles Lapworth, LL.D.,

. Major Percy Alexander .MacMahon, R.A., Professor John

. Henry Poynting, D.Sc., Professor Arthur William Rucker.

. Mr. Osbert Salvin, Professor Harry Marshall Ward, D.Sc.,
, and Admiral William James Lloyd Wharton, C.B. The annual
i dinner of the Royal Society was held at the Hotel Metropole

on the same evening, Sir Joseph Lister, the new President,
, occupying the chair. -

SENSORY NERVES AND MOTOR POWER.
IN a recent communication to the Royal Society Dr. Mott

and Dr. Sherrington brought forward facts of the greatest
interest and importance with reference to the influence of
sensory nerves on movement and nutrition. Claude Bernard
had already directed attention to the impairment in the
movements of the limbs in frogs and puppies which took place.

, when a limb had been rendered insensitive by section of the
sensory roots of the spinal nerves. Dr. Mott and Dr.

Sherrington examined the effect of similar lesions in the case
of monkeys. If the whole series of sensory roots belonging
to a limb is divided-i.e., in the brachial region from

’ 

the fourth cervical to the fourth thoracic inclusive, and in
’ the lumbar from the second to the tenth post-thoracic

inclusive-then from the time of performance of the section
onwards as long as the animal may be kept alive the move-
ments of the hand and foot are practically abolished. On the
other hand, the movements of the elbow and knee, but espe-
cially the movements of the shoulder and hip, are much less
impaired. This impairment in motility ensues immediately
on section, and in animals kept alive as long as three months
after the operation no obvious change took place. The peculiar
topographical distribution of the loss of motility already
alluded to was constant-that is, the defect increased from
the attached base to the free apex of the limb, so that, for
instance, while comparatively slight at the hip it was suc-

cessively greater at the knee and ankle, and greatest in the
digits. In this respect it simulated in a curiously close

manner the impairment of motility ensuing upon ablation of
the limb region in the cortex. In the monkey it is somewhat
more severe than the impairment following cortical ablation.
But, in spite of this great impairment in motility, forcible
and rapid movements could be induced in the animals by
causing them to struggle-e.g., as in recovering front
ether inhalation. Dr. Mott and Dr. Sherrington infer, from
these and other considerations, that associated movements
in the limb are comparatively little impaired by loss of the
sensation from the limb in which they occur, while the finer
movements-those which are represented most liberally in
the limb area of the cortex-are extremely severely im.

paired and in some instances abolished. Yet on electrically
exciting the cortex corresponding to the limb deprived of
sensation, even when this had persisted for months, no

diminution, but rather the reverse, was found in the readiness
with which the movement could be evoked. And when
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’epilepsy was produced by the intravenous injection of

absinthe the limb deprived of sensation was affected in a
manner and to a degree not to be distinguished from its
fellow. So that the experiments confirm the view, so firmly
held and so strongly emphasised by Dr. Bastian, of the
fundamental dependence of the finer movements of the
’limbs upon the integrity of sensation. The effect of

the section of single sensory roots was found to

be practically ’nil / some impairment of movement,
especially clumsiness, resulted if several roots in relation to
a limb were cut. But a degree of impairment, very nearly as
great as that produced by section of the sensory roots of the
whole series of nerves of the limb, was produced by section of
just those sensory roots which supply the apex of the limb-
i.e., the hand and foot. If the whole hand or foot be

completely deprived of sensation, then the peculiar degree
of inability to move the limb already referred to as a

result of section of the whole series of roots results. On

the other hand, if all the roots are cut except the eighth
cervical, which is distributed to the whole extent of the hand,
and in the lower limb region all except the sixth post-thoracic,
distributed to the whole extent of the foot, a certain degree
of impairment in movement results, but it is very slight.
No nutritive impairment of the limb could be ascribed to
the section of these roots, and certain peculiarities were
- observed in the resulting degeneration of the cord, of which
,particulars will be furnished at some future time.

LUXATIO PENIS.

WE have received from Dr. S. Baumgarten of Buda-pest a
reprint of a paper he contributed to the Deutsche Medicinische
Wochenschrift 1 upon a subject to which attention has

been recently called in these columns. He alludes to the
fact that luxation of the penis is one of the rarest but

most important injuries of that organ, and records a case in
which the accident happened at the ritual of circumcision in
infancy, whilst the reduction of the luxation was not effected
until eleven years later. The child was taken to Dr.

Baumgarten by the father, who said that his boy had no
penis, which had disappeared, as stated, when he was under-
going circumcision at the hands of the constituted official.
The primary difficulty in micturition seems to have been at
once overcome, but when the child was six months old he was

taken to a medical man who succeeded in bringing the glans
penis into view. It disappeared again, however, within the
course of the day, and the father was counselled to wait until
his son was older and the parts more fully developed. From

time to time a swelling would appear on the right side of the
scrotum, evidently marking the site of the luxated organ.
When seen by Dr. Baumgarten the penis was not visible, but
the scrotum was well developed. Between the mons pubis
.and the upper margin of the scrotum were a circular scar
and rudimentary penal sheath, with a punctiform opening
only admitting the smallest-sized sound which could not

be introduced into the bladder. On palpation a cylindrical
body could be felt beneath the skin between the scrotum and
right thigh, the lower end of which was mobile and shaped
like the glans penis. During urination a small swelling
appeared in the same region, evidently a kind of accessory
pouch between the urethra and the external orifice above
mentioned. In the operation which Dr. Baumgarten per-
formed to liberate the penis, he first laid open this pouch
and was able to draw out the glans and neighbouring part
of the organ, the rest requiring to be detached by the
knife owing to adhesions. The formation of a cutaneous

covering to the exposed posterior part of the penis required
a plastic operation, which was successfully accomplished.
Dr. Baumgarten describes the method pursued in the ritual
of circumcision, and enumerates the accidents that have
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been known to follow it, but this is the first case known to

him in which luxation of the penis has occurred. He also
recounts the facts of five other cases of luxatio penis that
have been put on record, in each case due to severe injury,
and in each an operation was performed to restore the

organ to its normal site. -

HEALTH MISSIONERS.

THE Bucks County Council have made a new departure
which is, we think, an eminently sensible one. They have
established a health mission, and the health missioners are
two ladies who go about giving simple lectures on hygienic
subjects, and in addition-this is the important part-visit
the cottages at the invitation of those who live in them and
show them how to apply the rules laid down in the lectures.
There is all the difference in the world between an ordinary
lecture on cottage hygiene and the practical application of
the same such as these two ladies carry on. To bring about
attention to the dangers of dirt; to point out that air,
especially at night, is not a poison, or that to allow a child
with a high temperature to drink water is not only harmless
but beneficial-all this is a work which requires a great deal
of tact and sympathy to carry out. An extract from the

diary of one of the missioners will show how her work is
appreciated :-

Extracts from, Health Missioner’s Diary (Miss Bartlett).
May and June, 1894-.

The Bucks County Council and their workers deserve every
credit for the suggestion and the way in which the work has
been done, and we hope soon to hear of other councils

emulating their example. 
-

THE PORTSMOUTH WATER-SUPPLY.

ONE million and thirty thousand pounds is the price asked
by the Portsmouth Water Company, it is understood, for
their undertaking, the purchase of which by the town
council is being considered by a special committee. One
item in the purchase-money that is evoking much criticism
is a sum of no less than &pound;14,000 as compensation to the
directors and officials, and it is said that of this sum the

consulting engineer is to receive 3800, the secretary &pound;3000,
the chairman of the directors &pound;1600. and the others .f.996,
&pound;956, &pound;946, 946, and &pound;682 13s. 4d. respectively. As


